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bEITTISTSTTIETES 


{D.AM , 


{ He Propoſition which T ſhalt ay 
down, atid' prove to you'ont of 
the Sacred Scriptures, is thisz 
That the Covenant of Grace un= 
der the new Adminiſtation of 
*-it, comprehends viſible Believ= 
ad theit Infants: Or thus; Fhe Coyenant 
mdeth not only to the believing Parent, but 
his, or her Infant ſeed alſo. That we may 
nt Miſtakes, we muſt here diſtinguiſh be- 
we fads internum and; exteruum: Or thus 
may apprehend it ; The Covenant of Grace' 
p be either firictly confidered as an ahſolnt# 
niſe of faving Grace, and fo none but the es 
ein Coverrant with God : Or the Covenant 
j be conſidered more largely, in reſpec of 
mal Adminiſtration, or outward privis 
x53 and ſothe Covenant in a true Scriptures 
t, may be ſaid viſibly to comprehend and be« 
> to many perſons that ſhall not be infallibly 
(; viſtble Believers and their Infants do 
belong to the Covenant, or the Covenant be» 
$ to ther: All that are members of the vis 
Chureh of Chriſt, have a' viſible right and 
eſt in the Covenant of Grace, the Covenant 
ps to'them in facie viſibilir Eceleſie, Now 

are members of the viſible Church of 

, Who are not real members of the myſti» 
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cal, inviſible body of Chriſt : Many are branches 
of Chriſt the Vine in outward appearance 
Fob, 15.2. who wither and are cut off, thus ifivi 
was with Judas, Simon Magus, Demas u 
thoſe of whom the Apoſtle John ſpeaks, 

went out from us, but they were not of us, fri 
they had been of us, they would no doubt have « 
ztinyed with us: But they went out that they miy 

be made manifeſt that they were not all of us, 
John 2.19. This is a point that ſome Profelifel 
fors of the Goſpel ſeem to ſtartle at z nar ; 
That Infants ſhould be reckoned and reputed 
have a viſible intereſt in the Covenant of Grac 
and to be members of the viſible Church « 
Chriſt, and to receive the Seal of their meme 
ſhip in their Infancy : But there are othe 

( and my (elf amongſt them }) that look at 
Covenant of Grace, as. far more deſireable 
comfortable in this xeſpeAt; becauſe it exter 
not only to Believers, but to their Infants, 

For the better clearing and confirming t 
Covenant-intereſt of Believers Infants, 1 (hall ud 
pound ſome ſerious Conſiderations, 

Firſt, Conſider ( I beſeech you ) that 
fince God made a Covenant with his people, 
fants were included and comprehended in i 
Covenant with their Parents, and were rept 
and reckoned to belong to the Family and Ki 
dom of God, in oppoſtion and, cont 
ftinion to the reſt of the world, which is if 
Kingdom of Satan. .For indeed, either the lt | 
fants of the Godly do viſibly belong to-0ff 
Kingdom of God, or they viſibly belong to 
Kingdom of Satan, there being no other wi 
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ncheslingdom beſides theſe two, which they can 
anceSate unto ; In thoſe Covenants which concern 
hus ii affairs, it i$ an uſual thing to include chil» 
s ann, though the children themſclves do not 
tnally ſeal, or give their aQtual conſent to 
\ firiich a Grant or Leaſe, together with their Pa- 
ve conffents; where hath God at any time made a 
; mighovenant with any of his people, but that Co= 
x, Fnant did alſo comprehend their children and 
Profeffflerity? The Lord made a Covenant with 
ar þ, Gen. 9, and that Covenant did alſo reach 
utedis Poſterity z he made a Covenant with Abras 
Graciſn, Ger. 17. and that Covenant did alſo reach 
arch @Poſterity ; he made a Covenant with Phine- 
embeſſu, Numb. 25. which did- alſo reach his Poſte- 
othely; God made a Covenant with David, Fſal. 
« atti<:2$. and this alſo did 'extend to his Poſteri- 
ble Yea it is evident that the Parents owning 
extend Covenant, was reckoned not only as owning 
ts. for themſelves, but alſo tor their children ; 
ing (Fough the children themſclves ( whileſt Infants) 
all ud not actually conſeat to the Corenant in their 
perſons. 
at ef Secondly, Conſider further, that the Infants of 
ple, MWicvers were once reckoned and reputed to 
d in Wong viſibly to the Covenant and Church of 
reputed. and did reccive the Scal of their admiſhon 
id Kino the Church of God. ( 1 ſpeak not here 
ont or chicfly of a particular, viſible Church, 
ch is of the univerſal, viſible Church : ) The 
r thelW@ ingenious and judicious of our difſenting 
; to-thren will acknowledge this, that Infants 
ng tolWMonce viſibly belong to the Covenant and King- 
x vida of God; well then, the Infants of Gods 


ODEO 
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ople were once viſibly in Covenant, and me 
bers of the Church of God : Now where dou 
find that this !faxderal or Covoyant-inzerefi ai 
Church-memberſhip of Infants was ever repeali8 
£d, or made void by the copſtjtution-of God 
It concerns thoſe that diſſent from 'us to pic 
that it is made void , we have the Negative hes 
Tet our Brethren prove the Affirmative if ti 
canz Namely, that the Species of Infants is aff / 
out of the Covenant and Church of God. Ceiifels 
ftaiply Jofants are now as capable of a vilhttc 
Covenant-intereft and Chuxch-memberſhip, $th 
they formerly were 3 and it is. no priviledge #1 
2 Believer to have his children caſt 'out of Ge 
Viſible Family and Kingdom. 

That 1 may confirm this to you, and filen.17 
the contrary objeRions3 let us obſerve theſe ÞÞ 
or ſeven particulars. 1. If there had/beenſuſ9 V 
2 repeal of the Covenant-intereſt and Chun 01 
memberſhip of Believers Infants, now in ou 
days of the New Teſtament, doubt)eſs it wouſſ® | * 
have been mentioned in the Scriptures of ture 
New Teſtament ; ſecing it is clearly held fornini 
in the Old Teſtament, that Beljevers Intaq ir 
were ſometimes viſibly in Covenant with Ga tha 
and members of his viſible Church : I will wp 
God to thee, and to thy Seed. Gen. 17.7. 

God entered into Covenant not only with t 
Parents, but with thcix little ones, as plainly 
pears, Deut. 29. 10. 11-12. Where we findtl 
[pagan taken into Covenant with their Paren{ vil 
ct not any pretend, that this was a privileqÞ#ily 


roper only to the Jews and their children ul q 
las pedagogical Adminiſtration for Ini t 


Believers and their Infants. 5 
men Church, members long before Cirexmcifion 
do ies inſtituted, and they were ſo in the Wilders 
+ ao when Circumciſion was omitted. z yea, and 
eoealidbs privilege of  Church-tmmemberſhip, did not 

wly belong to the natural Jews and. their chil» 
p, but alſo to the Gentile Proſelytes, who 
d. the: God of Iſrael, to: them and their 
jdren. 2, Jf this privilege were abrogated, 
| taken away from the Infarits of Believers, 
Micly God would have beſtowed as good or 
tter in the place of it : But where do we find 
the Book of God that he hath done (o ?. In» 
xd we find that ſome of the Branches, to wit, 
Jews they and their children were broken 
by unbelief from the viſible Church ; Romy, 
Cilen$117+ But it was not all the Jews: For as 
heſe Fching the believing Jews and their children, 
en (uy were not broken off, but did till remain in 
'hurd Olive tree; nor do we find one word or fyl- 
in (Fein the Scriptures, that makes for the repeal 
 wouſ$d  abrogation of the Covenant-right and 
of (Fwrch-memberſhip of Believers children. ' 3. 
4 forfiviſt came not to put Believers and their chil- 
Infad$® in a worle condition than they were before. 
h GE that would not accuſe the woman taken in 
ill (ultery , but asked her where her accuſers 
| Foba 8.10. 11, Will he ( who is ſo com» 
rith WWonate and tender-hearted ) caſt all Infants 
;nly ot his vilible Kingdom without accuſation ? 
find Fabtleſs it isa far worſe condition to be out of 
arenÞ vitible Church of God than in it : For or» 
ivik@ily ( what God may do in an extraordinary 
n ue 1 queſtion not )there is no ſalvation to be had 
Ink the viſible Church of Chriſt ; This is the 
| | A 4 family 
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family of Chriſt; this is the houſe of God © ine 
Jim. 3.15. | And the Lord is faid'to'add to ilehthil 
Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved: Atis 2. 47; NiliOhi 
they that do not belong to Chriſts yifble King 
dom, are ſaid to be Aliens and Strangers from 
Common-wealth of Iſrael, and the Covenants 
promiſe, having, no.bope, aud without God in 
world, Epheſ;2;12, 4. The Kingdoms of thili 
world ſhall become the Kingdoms of the Lord afChn 
of his Chriſt: Rev.11. 15. Which' undoubtediffi t! 
is meant of the viſible Church of Chriſt, ini t! 
ſped of viſible Church-memberſhip, Ordinanchat! 
and Privileges; and if ſo, how can we otherwilt$o: 
think, but that this Kingdom will include aſe 
take in the Species of Infants, as members the 
of? It is alſo prophclied Dan. 2. 34. 35. Th 
the little ſtone cut out without hands ( which 
meant of the vilible Kingdom of Chriſt ) thoup 
it be (mall at firſt, yet in the Jater days it ſhall} 
come a great Mountain, and hll the whole eart 
which certainly will comprehend tHe Infants 
Pelicvers: Yea,and when the Jews are re-ingralts 
into the Olive tree. their children ſhall be rei 
grafted with them,and ſhall be as aforetime:R 
11.24-25. Jer.z0.20, By what I have alraqri 
ſaid, it is evident that the Covenant intereſt aj Ble 
Church-membex(hip of Infants is not abrogateyi up - 
5. If the children of Believers now ſhould I ſpe 
excluded from viſible Church-memberſhip aſj he 
interclt in the Covenant, they would be infj #nd 
worle condition than the very. children of  #n« 
Gentiles were before the coming of Chri 

For in the times of the Old Teſtament, if # ary 


Gentile or ſtranger did accept the Covenalf 
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od «lid own the God of Iſrael, not only he, buthis 
to thelildren alſo were admitted members of the 
{ AWhurch, and reckoned to belong to the Cove 
'Kingynt and Kingdom of God. But according to 
romWIe opinion of our difſenting Brethren, if now 
as offhe Parent accept the Covenant, he himſelf in» 
in ed (hall be admitted, but his Infant-ſeed ſhall 
of 1hFibt be admitted to a vifible member-ſhip of the 
rd Church of Chriſt; ſo that we arc in a worſe cafe 
1btediffiy this reſpe&, than the Gentile Proſclytes were 
inthe time of the Old Teitament. 6.The Lord 


inanc{hath ſaid Exod. 20, That he will ſhew mercy to 
1ernillthouſands of them that love and obey bim;, which 
de anfſtertainly cxtends to the children of the Faith- 


ful, ſo tar as to admit and entitle them'to a vi- 
. Thyfble Member-ſhip of his Church : Doth God 
zhichFtake care of Oxen; are the very hairs of our 
thougſhead numbered by him, and will he not ( think 
hallb$you ) viſibly own, and bleſs the poor Infants of 
» earth his people who are ſo dear to him? 7. There 
fants Fe Goſpel Prophecics and promiſes which relate. 
gra} to the children and Seed of the godly: The 
e 16-1 Plalmilt tells vs, that the Seed of the righteous 
1c: Riff are bleſſed, Pſal. 37,26. I will pour out my Spi- 
alrerit ( faith the Lord ) wpon thy Seed, and my 
reſt any Bleſſing pon thine Off ſpring, and they ſhall ſpring 
ogatel} #þ a5 among the Graſs. Iſaiah 44. 3, 4. The Loid 
zuld F ſpeaking of his people in Goſpel times ſaith, that. 
\ip aſh he will make an everlaſting Covenant with them, 
be inf] #nd their Seed ſhall be known among the Gentiles, 
md their Offfpring among the people, all that ſee 
i them ſrall acknowledge them that they are the Seed 
if a which the Lord bath bleſſed, Iſaiah. 61. $.9. 
uFAnd again Chapter 65. 17,18, 19,20, The 


5 the 


Lord 
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The Lord ſaith, there ſhall be no more an Infant oli t 
days, nor an old man that hath not filled his | 
for the child ſrall die an bundred years old, but wi C 
finer being an hundred years old ſhall be accurſed and lg: 
verſe 23. Theſe are the ſeed of the bleſſed of theLord Bye 1 
and their off-ſpring with them, It is alſo propheca ſie g 
ed, Ifai. 49. 22- of the times of the Goſpel how 
God will lift np bis band to the Gentiles, and ſet » 
bis flaudard to the people, and they ſhall bring they 
ſons in their Arms, and their daughters ſhall be car. 
ried on their ſhowlders, And is it not evident fromfls n 
theſe and the like Prophetical expreſſions in the Þ que 
holy Scriptures, that there are external viſible pri 7 
viledges of the Covenant and Goſpel of Chriſt be mu 
longing to the ſeed of the Godly, which do not be- fer 
long to others ? viſt 

irdly, Let us confider,that whoſoever denies | the 
the vifible Charch- memberſhip and Covenant-ins | the 
tereſt of Believers Infants, and holds that the Co- | wo 
venant of Grace doth not viſibly belong to ſuch I ha 
Infants, leaves Parents without any viſible ground | ma 
of hope touching the juſtification and ſalvation of J z. : 
their Children that dic in Infancy, I fay viſible |; 1 

ous of hope. As for Gods eternal cleQion,or | vil 
the will of his purpoſe, this is a ſecret thing, and | of 

ſecret things belong to God, but revealed things be« Þ| Ge 
long to w and our Children, Dent. 29.29. It we pr 
hold not that the ſpecies of Infants do vitibly be« {| wi 
long to the Covenant and Church of God : It I ſh; 
will theo follow that there is no viſible ground || ba 

of hope concerning them: No man , woman, 
ar child doth or can appear to us to be a member 
of the ivifible Church arid myſtical body of Chriſt, 
unlefs it be declared by God in his word, or elle 


by 
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hy. the viſible profeſiion and converlation of the 
day Bauty, that he or ſhe belongs tothe viſible Church 
«t te ig Chriſt. In the proſecution of this, three things 
dard Bazy be noted, (1) That ſound bope and charity 

'Lod Bye regulated and guided by Judgment, they mu 

Neck file grounded upon the Kyle of Gods word, and 
how [aur judgment muſt have ſome Scripture evidence 
ſet Ito proceed jon, or elle it is but raſh and blind ; 
then Now where there is not ſo much as an oxtward ap » 
e ca« pearance Or vilibility of Church: memberſhip,there 
from no evidence for us to build u oa, and conſe» 
1 the Fquently no right judgment or well grounded hope. 
2 prÞI ff therefore the Infants of Believers do not ( 
[t be« | much as vilibly and externally belong to the Co- 
t be- Fyenant and Kingdom of God, then they are not 
vicibly in a ſtate of Grace and Salvation; and fo 
there is no viſible ground of our hope touching 
their ſalvation, (2) Our hope mult rely on a 
word of promiſe, or elſe it is but vain bope, it mult 
havea word from God to bottom upon, as you 
may ſec in theſe Scriptures, Rom. 15.4. 13. Epb* 
2.12. 2 Theſſ. 2.16, 1 Tim. 1.1. Heb, 6. 18. 1g. 
1 Pet. 3.15. Kom. 4. 18,20, Now takeaway the 
viſible Church-memberſhip and Covenant-intereft 
of Believers Infants, and there is no promiſe ip 
Gods word for their Salvationzfor we find not any 
promiſe for the ſalvation of thoſe perſons that are 
without the viſible Church of Chriſt, (3) If any 
ſhall obje& that God bath mercy on whom be will 
bave mercy, Rom. 9,18. And our Children may 
he cleed for ought we know and conſequently 
ſaved : This is nothing to the purpoſe, for (till T 
demand what viſible ground of hope you have in 
pFlerence to your Infants, if they die in their in» 
fancy 


nies 
- iN» 
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Jancy more than wicked men have; thus it mayhe 
- Yaid touching the children of Fews, Turks, Hee-k 
#ber:s, ſome of them may belong to the Elefiong 
Grace, the Children of the mott wicked men my 
beeledcted for ought we know ; But we ſpeak nowHe 
© of a revealed declared intereſt in the Covenant offifec 
Grace, nor is Gods favour to believing Parents 
themſelves a ſufficient ground of Chriflian hoye 
touching their Infants , but as it is bottom d up. lap 
on the Covenant and promiſe of God made with 
them and their ſeed, Gen. 17.7. : 
®xeft. But where have godly Parents viſibk}, 
ground of hope (may you ſay) touching the-ſab-fkne 
vation of their children that die in Infancy ? If 
I anſwer, (1) God hath afſured us in his wordſſam 
that he will be merciful to the ſeed of the godly, 
and that in oppoſition to the ſeed of the wickedlove 
on whom he will viſit the (ins oft their Fathers.Jther 
That the ſeed of the Righteous are bleſſed,that their|iſai, 
childrex are the heritage of the Lord, and the frui|fnd 
of the xromb is bis reward, Pal. 127. 3, 4, 5. HereJthe 
'ts viſible ground of Chrittian hope in retercnce toſchile 
-our children, if they die in Intancy, or live toſtion 
"years of diſcretion, unleſs they prophanely rejedfReg, 
the grace of 'the Covenant as Jſhmael and Eſaaht}; 
did. And the like may be ſaid of viſible Py heay 
that are baptized at years of diſcretion, for it theyffaly: 
Apoſtatize from God (as many have done) theÞ16, : 
Lord will caſt them off and reject them. (2) wiſe 
have alſo viſible ground of hope touching the falſe $o 
vation of ourInfants fromChriſis tender and lovinghthat 
carriage towards Infants when he was upon earth Jeu 
He took up  Infaxts in his Arms, embraced andfificlix 
blefied them, ſharply rebukecd his diſciples tor thaſto/7 


fl 


churli 


- 
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ay be Batliſpnieſs towards them, and declared that of”: 
Hee-Bith is the kingdom of Heaven, Luk, 18.15, 16 O/ 
on offlke tender compathons and bowels of- our ſweet 
ma ſriour ! He that was an Infert himſelf, is the 
now ead and Mediator of the Church, and hath ſandti» 
it offffed the ſtate and age of Infancy : Peter alſo tells 


rents 
hope 
| ups 
with 


after the aſcenſion of Chriſt, that the promiſe is 
w aud to our Children, Afi. 2. 38,39. And the 
ipoltle Par (faith that the children of a Believer 
boly, 1 Cor, 7. 14. And doubtleſs the new Te» 
ament adminiſtration (which we live under) is 
ſibefsfree, merciful, and gracious or rather more free 
(a-Jind merciful in reference to Believers and their 
Iyfants ; than the adminiſtration of the old Te- 
yordfſament was, and is not here viſible ground of: 
vdly,Jhope? God is /ove it ſelf, and often compares his 
ckedJlove to the love and pitty of a tender-hearted Fa» 
hers.Jther or Mother towards the Child, Namb. 11.12: 
their[iſai. 49. 15. Pſal. 103. 13. 1 Thefſ. 2.7. (3) We 
fruit]fnd that ſome Infants were ſanfified in and from 
Hereſthe womb, as Jeremiah .and Jchn Baptift, and 
ce toſchildren are as capable of regeneration and falya» 
7c toftion as grown perſons: We are as paſſive in our 
cjedaRegencration or firſt Implantation into Chriſt as a | 
Eſalhtle child, and muſt receive the Kingdom of 
ſſonſheaven as @ little child, we tind alſo promiſes of 
theflvation in Scripture made to Houſholds, Atis. 
) theſ16, 34, &c. And Chriſt ſaith to Zachexs, This day 
) wir ſalvation come to this bouſe foraſmuch as thow art 
e ſafe Sor of Abraham. Loh, 19. 9. And we are ſure 
»vingthat Infants are a good conſiderable part 'of the 
urth houſhold, (4) The Apoſtle Pax! would not have 
1 andfiÞiclievers mourn exceſſively for their dead friends, as. 
thalGoſe that are without bope., 1 Theſſ. 4. 13. -- it 
| _a raetr 
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their children that dicin;Infancy or any other: The 
Apolite ſpeaks of the dead in General, and theres 


der 


fore it muſt needs include the Specics of Infants, 


Parents being mote apt to grieve and mourn for 


their children than for any other, And here Paxt | 


ſptaks of the hope of their glorious RefurreQtion 
or whom they mourn'd : But now it our Infanty 


do not viſibly belong to the Covenant and Church 
of:God, we cannot have a well grounded hops {® 


touching their ſalvation, but ſhall mourn for them 
as: without hope if they die in Infancy. (5) De 


vid comforteth himſelf tonching, his dead Child; Þ 


2i8am. 12.23. that he ſhould go to him though 


the thild was not begot in lawful Matrimony:Now' Þ* 
the meaning is'not that David ſhould be buried 


with-the Child (for what ground of comfort doth 


this afford ) but that he ſhould be eternally happy 


with the child in. glory : And doubtleſs the like of 


greater ground ot hope every faithfal Parent hath f* 
for bis Children begotten m lawful Matrimony f" 


who die ta their Iritancy. We ſhould likewiſe re» 


member” that children did appear and joyn wich P*P 
their Parents m Randing Church ordinances,as ſo» Þ* 
. leran faſting and prayer, &c..2 Chron.20.13.Deut,F* 
29, 10. The Children that ſucked the Breaſt were þ' 


to be gathered to the folemn Faſt, Joel. 2.16:F 


- 


Which doth further evince and prove the: viſibleF 


Church-memberſhip and Covenant-intereſt of bes 


levers Enfants, and that.there is trong ground of 
hope that God will bleſs them and blek theſe Ors 
dinances torthem: And if it be granted by or 


&s 
thi 


Brethren,that the children of the Godly do viſiblytnd 


we have viſible ground of hope concerning they 


Jt 4 


b-long to the Covenant &Churchrot God,and t 1 6 


i £ 
IS %. 
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he fioere will be an end of the controverſie about Tn« 
@ io-baptiſun amongſt judicious and fober Chriſti- 
ns, (> ſeeing Baptiſm (which is the ſeal of the Co« 
for {want and of Church-memberſhip) doth belon 

ext: Fall them that are. viſibly in the Covenant w, 


hurch of God : For,it they have viſibly the grace 
the Covenant which is the greater, then 
Inght to have the viſible ſeal of the Covenant 
hich is the leſſer: I fpeak now of Baptiſm (which: 
the firſt ſeal of Regeneration, wherein we are 
ly paſſive) for as touching the other Sacra 
114, $ot,it is required that every man ſhould examine: 
gh lanſelt before he partake of it, 1 Cor. 11. 2$. 
ow ongh we ſay and can prove,that the Infants of 
ied Pilicvers are Church-membersn'reſpetof Gods: 
ory {ayenant and grant, and ought toxeceive the ſeaF 
ppy Pbcir admiſſzop; yet they are not ſuch-comipleat 
- of bers in all. reſpeAs, as to capacitate them for- 
th Church ordinances and priviledges together 
ony'Fih their godly parents, till ſuch time as they: 
- res emſelves profeſs their faith in- the Covenant- 
vick 4 promiſes of God, and engage themſelves to/ 
. {o- Þ9d in their own perſons when they come to riper 
ext; (5 Thus much of the third conſideration. 
vers | 1 The Fourth Conſideration is this, That it is the 
-16; Py and- hath been the praQtice of believing pa 
ats from time to'time (as we find in Scripture )- 
dtake hold on the Covenant and to exerciſe faith” 
e Covenant, mot only with reference tothem+» 
OrPyes but alſo with reference to their childrenzey- 
ffgthe Covenant of Grace as comprehending both 
GblyPMnſclves and their Infant-ſced: And according» 
chafſÞi2ey have:improved. and pleaded'the Covenant 
v8 Gad, when they. have made their addrefſes 
Y | to 


, 
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- to; him , this, godly parents [have formeth 
done, and this we ought to do ftill, For the 
proot and confirmation of this point take a few 
inſtances out of Scripture. (1) We hnd Davidy 
$am-23. 5+ pleading Gods Covenant made wif 
him not only for himſelf, but for his houſe and 
children, though my houſe (faith he) be not 
with God, yet he hath made with me an everlaft 

ing Covenant, it being uſual in Scripture when 
houſholds are ſpoken of, to intend the childre 
(though they be not particularly mentioned ) Gen 
39. 30. Gen. 45.11,18, 19. Exod. 4.1* 2 Senſhi 
27-3: Prov. 31.15, Luk, 12.42; Yea the chi 
dren are chiefly intended by the houſhold 1 San 
20,15. 2 Sam.g.9 1 Kings. 17.12-13.15. Tak, 
I27-1.3* Prov. 12.7. Iſai. 31. 2. Hof 1.4. Han: 
2.9,10, 1 Tim, 3,4,5, and 1 Tim. 5. 4,8, 144 
compared with 2-Tim, 1. 16. children being the 
ordinary inftruments to continue and uphold t 
houſe, as in natural and civil ſo in religious anc 
ecclcliaſtical reſpets : And hence they are builder 

of the-houſe both ways, as the hebrew radix fig 
nifies from which the word uſed forWfons: andþ 
daughters is derived : And hence alſo we have thu 
phraſe ofGods building the women houſes, Exod.1hy; 
21., And herc in this inttance of David that godhk, {, 
man. where he ſaith, altkough my houſe be not ſho | 
with God yet &c.] he exerciſcth faith in the Coſhh j; 
. venant which was a gracious Covenant with ©. ; 
{re unto his houſe, and therefore it is ſaid to by ar, 
all his ſalvation and all his deſire not only toachidfy an, 
himſelf buc his houſe and children alſo : When When; 
reflected upon the great diſorders and miſcarriagitknc, 
Which were among(t them. 2, Togo up far bighty y 
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Believezs and theiz Infants. '5 
þ Bebigher then Davids time, Our great Grand” 
the pother Eve alſo did thus eye and improve the gra» 
few lgus promiſe of God as made ngt only with refe- 
idiBekce to Adgm and ber, but to their Intant-Church 
hſſked ; 4be! being flain and Cam having rejected 
ndſſte grace of the promiſe 3 when her Infant Serb 
t has born (he believed that God had for his cove- 
lalunt's ſake looked gradiouſly upon her in that In- 
vhenfllne of hers, and (he called his name Seth,ftor (faith 
dredfie) God hath appointed me another ſeed inftcad 
Gen 4bel whom Cain flew,Gen.4 25. This ſhe ſpake 
Senhim not as a mcer natural child (born accord- 
$to the courſe of nature) but as of a Covenant 
Sawd Church-ſ{ced, and therefore ſhe compares him 
Tſallh 4bel and not to Cain, and calls him by ſuch a 
Hab\ne as lignitied her faith touching the Covenants» 
» I44kte and interclt of this Infant, nor did ſhe there- 
g Me fail of her faith and: hope as appears verſ. 26, 
d thet This was likewiſe the practice ot other parents 
S Wdembers of the Church of God : Lamech, when 
ildeÞ,> was born, looking to the promiſe of God 
x lie his Infant the name of Noah, Gen. 5, 28. 29% 
9 adfieving that that Child ſhould be as ic were-a 
ve uit to the Church and people of God,though the 
x9d.tSrupt wicked world ſhould be deſtroyed, 4« 
gol for Abraham the father of rhe faithful, there 
not Mao queltion to be made but that he exerciſed 
c Colt in Gods © ovenant both for himſelf and his 
ith the covenant being expreſly renewed with 
d toWand his lofant-ſeed Gez. 17.7, 8, &c, Whic' 
uchidgan evcilalting gracious covenant : And this + 
hen Wenant did comfort and ſupport 4brabamin rc- 
ria ne t© his polterity and made him put up that 
r highly wiſh and prayer mentioned ver, 18, O that 
Tm" d Woe: VN , ; | 
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Iſhmael might live in thy fight! But yet long be. 
fore Abraham was born, this was the pradtice 0 
the ſervants of God, even in dark timesz whea 
the Covenant and promiſcs were net ſo cledt 
revealed, and much more ought it to be 0 
practice now. | by 
S- It is further evident that the Saints of th 
old did exerciſe faith, "touching the Fader} w 
eſtate or Covenant-interett of their children, by ve 
comparing Pſal.102. 25, 26,27, 28. with ſu 
1.10, 11,712. which reterrs to Jeſus Chriſt thi a 
Surety and Mediator of the Covenant, in whe rig 
they pleaded with God, and expedted a Bleſſing ca; 
from him for their children, and that by vert! 
of Gods Gracious Covenant : Nor was it meer the 
ly a temporal vaniſhing good to their childreg in 
which they looked for and expected, but thy the 
their children might be cſiabliſhed before Gyy wit 
in the Spiritual Bleſhngs of the Covenant, J fan: 
'you may (ecin that Pſalm 102. Verſe 25,26, 14 Wh 
28. compared together. And there is thelif goo 
ground tor the exerciſe of our Faith in theC Anc 
' venant, touching our Infants now under i Gra 


New Teſtament Adminiſtration. And 
For the fuller ſatisfaGion hexein, I will I} to u 
down theie hive Propoſitions. con\ 


Propoſ. 1: That children are ſo comprehend Lan, 
and involved in thcir Parents, by the diſpenffa far 
tion of God, that the Parents a& is counted the « 
childrens a&, and the Parents negled, tiy the r 
negle& ; as we may plainly fee in the caſe of Qthe G 
cumciGon; That Soul ſhall be cut off that iv Fimpr 
cirewmeiſed, for be hath broken my Covenant, the y 


the Lord ; Gen. 17. 14 And yet the Infantlifte in 
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elf was not capable of a perſonal neglet. And 
though our Saviour required: perſonal Faith in 
grown ones, as to their own bodily cure; yet as 
1} tor their children, it was accepted when their 
ur} Parents believed on their behalf: John 4. 50, 51. 
Mark 9.v.12. to 18, Matth, 15 22.to29. Not | 
ts of that the Parents Faith is meritorious 3 only this 
der we ſay, That upon a Believers accepting the Co- 
1, by venant for himſelt and his Seed, there doth re- 
\ Heb ſult (C in the ſence formerly expreſſed ) not only 
& th a perſonal right to a mans ſelf, but a parental 
ghd right alſo to his children, fo as to render thetn 
effinf} capable of ſome privileges of the Covenant, 
vertll  Propoſ. 2. That this is one part or branch of 
ee} the Goſpel of Chriſt (-which is to be preached 
dre} in the extent and latitude of it: ) Namely, that 
t thy the Infants of Believers are Confaederates in and 
e Guy with their Parents, being taken into one and the 
nt, 4 ſame Covenant together with their Parents, 
26, 24 What is the Goſpel of Chriſt, (I pray you ) but 
the li good News, Glad Tydings, a Joyful Meſſage ? 
theCF And is itnot good news that God hath made4 
der i Gracious C ovenant with us and our children? 
And that God owns and hath re{pe& not only 
will i} to us, but alſo to our little ones? As when one 
conveys or makes over a Houle or a piece of 
hendj Land to a man and the Heirs of his Body ;, itis _ 
iſpenFſa far greater privilege, and more acceptable to 
nted F the Grantee, than it it were only made over to 
+, thithe man himſelf, And in this latitude and extent 
e of the Goſpel' or Covenant of Grace was eyed and 
at 's improved by the faichful from- the beginning of 
ut, the world ( as I have ſhewed : ) Ando it ſhall 
ant libe in the purer times of the Goſpel, towaxds the 
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end of the world, when the power of Anti» 
chriſt is deſtroyed i; and when «ll the Kingdoms 
of this world are become the Kingdoms of Chriſt : 
Rev. 11.15. When nations ſhall flow into the 
Church of Chriſt; And the monntains of the 
Lords bouſe ſnall be eftabliſhed in the top of the 
mountains, and exalted" above the bils, Iſaiah 2, 
2, 3- Parents then (hall not only offer up and 
dedicate themſclves, but,their children to the 
Lord ; And ſhall not only plead the Covenant 


/ for themſelves, bnt for their children alſo before 


the Lord, 
Propoſ. 3. Fhis being the true Goſpel ( in 
the full latitude and extent of it ) our Blefſed 
Saviour did accordingly command his Diſciples 
to preach and. publiſh it to the Nations : They 
wit go aud teach all nations, Baptizing them, 
Matth, 28. 19, Compared with Mark 16. 15, 
Gal, 3. 8, 9. Rom. 1.16,17. Thcy were to 
open and declare the whole Covenant in the 
largeneſs and extenlivenels of it : - Namely, 
the Covenant that was made with Abraham, 
whereof this was the chicf branch, I will be a 
God to thee, and to thy ſeed after thee : And this 
they. were to teach all nations z whereas before 
the Church was limited to one nation z now 
their Commithion was extended to all nations, 
teaching and baptizing them whoever in the 
Gentile nations (hall take hold on the Cove- 
nant, they and their children ovght to be ad- 
mitted members of the viſible Church of Chriſt, 
and baptized. Jn-the times of the Old Teltz- 
- ment only one nation of the Jews were vilibly 


the people of God, in Covenant with him ; buf 
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now other nations are taken in likewiſe accord- 
Ing to that Goſpel promiſe: Iſaiah 19. 23, 24, 
25. And indeed in every nation the children 
e | make a conſiderable part of the nation, and are 
'* | always included under every Adminiftration to 
e | che nation; whether Promiſes or Threatnings , 
2. | Privileges or Burthens, Mercies or Judgments, 
4 || unleſs they be particularly excepted. Children 
ne | were included and taken in with their Parents 
nt } under the former Adminittration, ( as hath been 
Ie | clearly demenſtrated : ) And there is no Scri- 
{| pture which proves that the Infants of Believers 
in | areexcepted or [ett out in the New Adminiftra- 
ed | tion of tke Covenant 3 nay it appears from dis 
ies | vers Texts of Scripture, that the Infants of Be- 
bey | lievcrs do viſibly bclong to the Kingdom, School 
em. | and Family of Chritt, And whereas ſome of 
15- | our difſenting Brethren object, that it behoved 
tOJtheLord to give a Preccpt tor putting Infants 
mto the New Adminiftzation of the Covenant, 
ely, [if he had intended they ſhould have been in» 
am, {cluded it may be ecalily anſwered, that they ab 
4] ways had a right to be repuccd as belonging to 
this [the viſible Church and Kingdom of God, and 
fore | therefore there necds no new putting, in by any * 
now | new Grant, ſceing there is no Bary made in Scrt» 
10N5, [pture againſt their vitible Church- memberſhip ; 
| theJOnce thcy were in, and whae tind we that 
OVE Fever they were put out, or excluded ? 

Propof. 4. As Chriſt conimanded the Goſpcl, 
or New Covenant to be thus preached ( as ex- 
la Jtending to Believers and their Secd : ) Soit was 
ilblyJaccordingly preached and held forth by the As / 
3 butſpoſtles in their Miniſtry. The New Covenant 
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being good news and glad Tydings, not only 
to the Believer touching himſelf, but touching 
his children alſo; As it was glad tydings to Da- 
vid, not only that God had promiſed mercy to 
himſelf, but to his Houſe alſo, for a great while 
tocome. 2 Sam, 7.1g, That the Goſpel was 
thus preached by Chriſt and his Apoſtles doth 
plainly appear , when Zacheus was bccomie a 
child of Abraham, ( to wit, by Faith ) the Lord 
Jeſus promiſed Salvation to him and his Houle ; 
Luke 19. 9. This day Salvation is to this houſe: 
( So it may be'rendred ) And the Apolile Peter 
Atts 2.38.39. Exhorts his hearers #0 repent and 
be baptized, and makes uſe of an Argument to 
perſwade them thereunto, taken from the be» 
nehit that ſhould redound to their Poſtcrity, for 
#he promiſe is to you and to your children : If 
the Jews that are-near, or the Gentiles that are 
afar off obey the call of God, and own the Cc» 
venant in the new Adminiltration thereot 3 then 
the promiſe is not only made to them, but to 
their childrenalſo ; And thus Faxl and Silas did 
preach the Goſpel to the Jaylor, Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus Chrit, and thou ſhalt be ſaved and E' 
thine h\uſe: Atis 16.31. And this is the ſame F 
Goſpel in ſubſtance which God preached long 
|. before to Abraham, when he promiſed to bea 
God to him and his Seed : This was that Cove. 
nant which was confirmcd of God in Chrill, 

+ Jong betore the giving of the Law on Mount 
Sinai; Gal. 3. 16, 17. Which Covenant ( being 
ſo confirmed ) is no other than the Goſpel of 
Chrilt, which is come upon the Believing Gene FT: 
tiles; Gol. 3.13, 14 Where the Apolile tel Y'* 
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vs that the Bleſſing of Abraham ( which extend® 
to Believers and their Seed } is come wpon the 
Gentiles, 

Propoſ. 5. It is therefore a ſinful negle&, and 
mdervaluing of the Grace and Salvation, and 
ereat privileges held forth in the Covenant, 
when Chriſtian Parents do not believe the pro. 
miſes that are made not only to themſelves, but 
to their Seed : That Salvation which the Lord 
ſefus himſelf, and his Apoſtles preached, and 
which thoſe neglected, Heb. 2.3. 'It was not 
tarely Salvation it fclf, but the Covenant and 
Promiſe holding the ſametforth; for fo we find 
Altr 28. 28. That the Salvation to be preached 
lo, and heard by the Gentiles, was the Goſpel- 
Covenant and Promiſes, which contain and 
bold forth that Salvation: And this is that 
Mercy, Riches and Salvation which is come up» 
m the Gentiles. Rom. 11. 11, 12, 17, 19, 30. 
4.3.14. Solikewife Gods Salvation in Iſatab 
1. 6, $. Is his Covenant or Promiſe, on which 

ir Salvation doth depend, as Calvin obſerves 

pon the Text : So David (peaking of the Co» 
nant, in reference not only to himfelt, but to 

s Houſe, faith, This ts all my Salvation, and 

my deſire, though he make it not to grow: 2 

a. 23.5. This Covenant contained all his 

vation, which you fee referrs not only to 

m, but to his Houſe; and it hath been-the 

vilege and practice of. the Saints al} along, 

$ to plead and improve the Covenant, which 
the fourth Conſideration that I have now done 


fifthly, Conſiderl beſeech you, that the Saints 
| B4 privileges 
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Priviledges under the new and better adminiſi1z. Ylafa 
rion of the Covenant are many ways augmented flyea 
andenlarged of what they were inthe times of thelg 01 
old Teſtament, whereas the opinion of thoſe brefſiud 
thren whodeny the Covenant-intcrelt and Baptilmfſuce, 
of believers children doth excecdingly ſiraitenfluant 
and diminiſh the priviledges of believers: It beingfGenr 
a great and comtortable priviledge to us that naſſhid 
only we but our children do belong to the vitbleſey: 
church and kingdom of Gotl, and have a viliblewic 


Tight to and intercſt in the Covenant of Gracdſen ( 
(whatever is pretended to the contrary) let thelgdm 
four things be diligently and impartially weighehe 


by our brethren. 1. Would it not have grieve 
the belicving Jews exceedingly, to have had thei 
poor babes excluded from the outward priviledgeſſ 
and adminiſtration of the Covenant ſince the coſyt 
ming of Chrilt, when they were ſure that their chilſkhild 
dren had relation to and intereſt in the coveranf 
and Church of God betore the coming ot Chrilt 
not only themſclves in their own perſons but theifh 
children alſo were comprehendcd in the vilibleter; 
adminiſtration of the Covcnant ; Truly in th 
caſe the bclicving Jews might well be offended x 
(in a rational way) with the ncw adminiltratic 
of the covenant. Suppole a man in his former grahi 
ar conveyance had hischildren included, but no 
jn a new grant they are lett out and excluded 
will ſuch a man be willing to give up his form 
rant and accept of the new grant, or rather w 
be not look upon it as a great infripgenent of 
priviledge? It is juſt ſo here, it the( ovenant roll thi 
under the ncw adminiſtration do notlexternalſh. T 
bclong to the Lutants of beligyers (as jt did to/t ſin 
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32 Blofants of the Jews) it may well be look'd on as a 
nted lceat infringement of their privilcdge. 2. Wheres 
t they our difſcnting brethren ſay that the Fews indeed 
brefſiad this priviledge, that their children were reck= 
tilmenced in the outward adminiliration of the Cove» 
aitenflzant as branches of the Olive, but che believing. 
xingfGentiles have not this priviledge. Is not thistoa» 
t netfflividge and firaiten the privilcdge of Gentile be» 
ihblelevcrs,yca and of the believing Jews theni{clvag 
ibble(with reference to thtir children } who take hold 
3racon Chri!t and the « ovenant now undcr the new 
Idminilixation thercot ? But let any man produce 

he can one text or ſyllable out of the word of 

pd, where the privilcdges of Believers under the 

pſpcl are ſtraitncd and cut ſhort touching, their 
Mafants vilzble right to the covenant and Church 

f God artd the initiatory fcal thcreot : Once the 
rchilſkhildren ot bclievers had this priviledge, let it be 
cranſhewed when and where it was taken away and a» 
-hrilifioliſhed. 3. Such as go about to deprive believ» 
t theifing Parents of ſo great a (hare of their comfort (in 
viliblfetcrence to their poor babes) had need produce 
n thiflear teſtimony out of Gods word to convince 
fcndend perſwade them; becauſe next to the glory of 
ratiof6od and the ſalvation of their uwn (oils, their 
r gratſfhildrens interelt in the Covenant is one of the 
ut nohreate(t benehts and .privileges which believers 
ludedflave from the © ovenant of Grace, namely , to 
form@ave their children vilibly to belong to Gods famis 
er WI and kingdom and not to Satans, children being 
r of lÞpgreat treaſure to their Parents and the ſalvation 
nt ooffy= their ſouls very dear and precious to them. But 
ernalſs. The Apolile Par! tells us plainly , that the 
| to:t ſing of Abraham is coms on the Gentiles 
W's through 
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*brongh Jeſus Chrift , Gal. 3. 14. Which 
that in this reſpect the priviledges of believi 
Gentiles are not leſſened or abridged (now unde 
the new Teſtament adminiſtration ) what is thi 
bleſſing of Abrabam but Gods gracious Covenani,,” 
and promiſe that he will be a God to us and to ox 
ſeed? If this covenant and promiſe belong not ne 
to believers children in their Infancy, then faintgully 
mnder the New Teſtament do not fully partake oſs 1 
the bleſſing of Abraham, then are they deprive 
of a great and precious privilege which did belong 
to believers in the old Teſtament, If it be faid he 
this bleſſing comes upon believers children wh : 
. thechildren themſelves believe, the ſame may b&, nm 
aid of the children of Pagans, who when theyſrof 
aQuually believe may as well claim the promile taffdth 
belong to them as belicvers children may wheaf®* © 
themſelves do believe. And theretore certain 
this bleſſing of Abrabam,this covenant bleſling doth; ©, 
include and not exclude the Intants of believers,0Fhranc 
therwiſe they had that advantage and priviledet Apo 
- before the coming of Chriſt which they have not goo 
Gnce, And ſhall we think that the Lord Jeluger 
who is a propitiation for the fins of the work 
and hath broken down the partition wall that w 
between Jews and Gentiles, who was ſo compal 
fionate and tender-hearted to all forts of peopleiugy 
when he-was upon earth,did come into the worldine(: 
and dic the curſed death of the croſs that he might 
leflen and abate our privileges and comforts and 
the grounds of our hope touching the CovenantF 
intereſt and ſalvation of our poor Infants ? fa 
be it from us to entertain ſuch a thought. 
+ Sixthly, Confider further, that the Jews = - oy 
| | elve 


—_— 
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inthe later days ſhall be converted to Chriſt with 
ﬆ unto, and by vertue of the Covenant, which was 
with their Fathers: £om. 11. 25, 26, 27, 28. 
re the Apoſile taith, That when the Fulneſs of the 
5 85 come 11, then ſhall a! [ſracl be ſaved : and this 
be 1n reſpeCt of Gods Grace and love, even his Co- 
ed Giace and Love with their Fathers: If the 
of godly Parents be not in Covenant before they 


intFally believe, ( according to the opinion of our dif- 


vg Brethren ) truly then, there are ty.o or three dif- 
yes 1n this eleventh Chapter to the Romans, which 


” ( be anſwered nor cleared. The firſt Difhculty is 


How God in the New Te{tamenrt ſhould convert the 
rity of _Atraham, Iſaac and Facob out of his love 
ir Fathers, and with reſpe@ to tus Gracious Cove- 
made with their Fathers ; and yet no child is par- 
of Grace by the Covenant of his Fathers, till him- 


doth actually believe : How can this hang together ? 


Converſion and Faith here made a fruit and effet 
pds love, his covenanted love unto their Fathers, and 


ſhe Fachers ſake unto their Seed ? Secondly, If God 
s Covenant hath no reſpe here to the natural Seed, 


nches, ( as our Brethren pretend ) why then ſhould 


$ Apoltle Pas;t call the Jews the natural Branches of 
S good Olive tree, and make their Converſion much 


kindly, and as it were more cafie and natural, than 
Converſion of the Gentiles was ? Thirdly, if the 
mvance of faxderal intereſt from believing Parents, to 
natural children(now under the New Teſtament;be 
ed and rejected, how can the Apoities Argument here 
anſwered; whereby he proves the Converſion and 


neſ: of the Jews in future ages, from the holineſs of 
reod!y Anceftors in times palt ? If ( ſaith he ) the 


g away of the Fews was the recmcilmng of the 
ld; what ſhall the recerving of th:m be, bus life 
the dead ? Rom. 11. 15- Thatthere ſhall be ſuch 
xziving of chem, he proves from the Holineſs, which 
the Inſticution of God ) is derived from the Firſt 
$:o the whole Lump ; and wm 

an 
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from the Root to che Branches - Verſe x6. For (< 
he) If the faft fruits be boly ſo is the while Jump, 
sf the root be boly ſo are the branches : The force 


Rrength of this argument depends wholly on the Cover 
of grace and the continuation thereof from godiy pare 


$0 their natura] children now in the days of the new 
Rtament; and this receiving or taking in of the 


the latter days doth take in their children alfo by ver 


of Gods Covenant made with their godly ancettors, 
accordingly it is prophecied and promiſed, rhat the 
ſhall be converted and their children alſo ſhall be as ak 
ume. Fer. 30. 2c, And that in Ezekiel, chap, 37. 


20,21, 25, 27, Is very remarkable, when the ſcanenſ6 
tribes of /ſracl and Fudab fhall become as the two fic 


joyned m one (1m eccleſtattical reſpe&ts) the Lord 
reference to that time, renews the old charter of 

hams Cevenant to be a God to them : In which pro 
he includeth their children, they being alſo rogether 


their Parents ſcattered among the heathen, and to beg 


thered under Chriſt as their Prince and Head, which 


thering and converſion of theirs, ſhall be by vertue of 
Covenant made with their fathers, ſo that the child 


beleng to the Covenant and the Covenant belongs tot) 
before they aCtually believe. 

Seventhly, Conſider the great abſurdities and evil 
ſequences which muſt needs follow from the denying 
deliosn Infants viſible right to the Covenant of g 
and their viſible Church-memberſhip. 1. Ir exch 
them all from the ordina1y way and means of Salvari 
being neither in the viſible Church of Chriſt (our of wi 
ordinarily there 1s no ſalvation) nor in the Covenant 
grace ſo much as externally inreſpe& cf Gods viſible 
penſation. In this caſe what ordinary means is left 
their ſalvation? the promiſes of God (we know) are m 


ro the Church; and God hath appointed and ordered 


ſpiritual good things to. be conveyed to us and ours i 
Covenant way and by virtue of the Covenant, 1 Sas 
5. Epbeſ. 3.8, 9. Iſai. 42 6. Iſai..q9. 6. 7, 8. 


11; Chriſt humſclt is the Mediator of the new Cc 
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ftament Heb, 9.15. Heb, 12.24. If therefore Be- 
xs Infants have no viſible intereſt in this Covenant, 
they have no viſible intereſt in Chriſt as Mediator, for 

4 Mediator of no other Covenaat but this; the buſineſs 

y paredſſich he tranſaCts as Mediator is to confirm this Covenant 
in the Hehalf of all choſe for whom he isMediator, 

g. 24. Hom. 15 $, Nor can any partake of the ſpi- 

God influence thereof, but by and from the 

, aernane of grace, 2 Per. x. 4. Nor of a glorious re- 
the lefediion 2nd bleſſed eſtate but by vertue of CC—— 
as be theer God, Luk. 20 36.37, 38. Heb. 11,16, 
7. 26. 6. 7. Now if this ſort of perſons (I mean the 
catterſÞties of Infants) be excluded from a viſible intereſt in 
wo ſlighCovenant and promiſes, truly chenthere is no viſible 
ord voor means left for their Salvation. 2. If only adult 
; 2 Gentiles who aCftually believe and are converted 
te nigh by the blood of Chriſt 1n reſpe@ of Cove- 
ther wiſand Eccleſiaſtical holineſs, it wlll argue that char fort 
Serſons only were actually ſtrangers before, and nog 


d with them , (whether _— or ſpeciti- 


p conſidered) Fpb, 2. 11 12, 13. Nay thus ſuppoſeth 
16 Chriſt cook dowa the partition wall (as it ſtood) only 
en grown Jews and adule Gentiles, but as for the 
n of believing Gemiles, it argues that either there 
g6 ſuch partition wall berwixt them and the IMfants 
Jews. or that it remains untaken down to this day: 
usto ſuppoſe, whar is it elſe but a vain imagination 
ry cothe word of God? 3. Todeny the Covenant- 
t of believers Infants implyeth chat there are two 
| Covenants of grace (beſides the ſubſervient Cove- 
«n moun: S:x45) one Covenant made with the faith- 
| their ſeed of old, another with us (excluding our 
ſeed) 2nd theſe two Covenants eſſentially different 
whom the other ; Buc this were abſurd to imagine, 
it being the ſubſtance of the Covenanc of Grace both 
F the old and new adminiſtration thereof, The new 
ef (ealing the Covenant by Baptiſm (when firlt iaſti- 
i) was preciſely with reſpeR co the Jews, Gods peo» 
, Fob, 1. 33- Maith. 3. x. Fobn, 4. O__ 

W 
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with Matth. to. 5. 6. to ſhew us that no other Coye 
in ſubſtance is now ſcaled by Baptitm than what wasn 
formerly with Abraham and his poſterity, Luk.y, 
FF, 68. 69, 70,71, 72,73. Atts, 2.38, 39. Nowit be 
was ohne and the (ame Covenant in ſibſtance. it will 
unavoidably follow, that either the Infants of the lf 
were not in Gods Covenant together with their parſ#**! 
Ewhereas it is evidently proved that they were) or "© 
their being in Covenant was meerly ceremoatal and c 
cal and ſo is aboliſhed. But grant that the way of (alſ4Y7! 
che Coveaant to them was ceremonial, yer what cerer | 
eoald thete be in this grear promiſe, I will be a G Cor 
thee and to thy ſeed after thee in their generations ? Duff 
teſs this - contains a principal ſubſtantial part of Þ'*©? 
Covenant itſelf: Or elſe it will follow chat the 1 ifaneſ®%< 
believing Genrles are now in Gods Covenant and nt 
bers of his vihble Church, together with their Pare 
the Covenant being ſtill one and the ſame 10 ſubu&r2t 
4. If the Infants of believers now have 0 viſible righ, Firi 
the Covenant and Church of God, will not God hers © 
be made a reſpetter of perſons, looking at the JewsP#5 | 
their children in the times of the old Tettament as bp"P2 
in Covenant with him, bur not fo regarding the I (fan 11: 
ths Covenanting believing Gentiles in the times of then! 
TetMene? And whereas he is ſaid ro be a God toll 
f:milies of his people, Fer. 3r. r. according to this vi 
tion he 15 nor 4 God 1n Covenant to any more than put | 
Lir perfons aRtually believing and proteſling their faihfſf7 h: 
not ſo much as by outward eccleſiaſtical 2dminiftraronult 
tie children of his people, which are he choicelt panſhca! 
of their families whereby the Lord God buildedſm of 
ther families, 5. This will alfo aboliſh and rake ng. 
that ditinftion which all along hatly been obſervedingÞ. L 
throughoat the holy Scriptures, for by this meanÞprov: 
ſeed of cne woman and the teed of the ſerpent in che yuſſtonly 
lings and branches thereof will be mingled and confopoven: 
ejrogether, There will be no diſtin@ion of the Safthen! 
God and of men, of the ſee of Iſazc and 1/hmadilfd int 
Infant part thereof, - av Church diſtiation of chilts w 
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een and unclean: which the bleſſed Apoſtle connes an 
urd thing, » Cor. 7. 14. Elſe your children were wn- 
{4. ny the children of Pagans, and infidels, in 
better caſe than theyPbut now they are bely, All mens 
ldren by nature are children of wrath one as well as 2- 
er: And therefore if we take away the diſtintion bee 
* ſeen Infants and Infants inreſpeR of cheir Covenant-in- 
relt and Church-memberſhip , then they are mingled 
} confounded together, I mean the Infants of Tutks, 
koans 244 Chriſtians one as well as another, as hayi 
ar aual Nandiog in the viſible kingdom of Saran, 
Conſider (I humbly beſeech you in the bowels of Chriſt) 
kar hath been ſeriouſly wrietten unto you,and the Lord 
we you much of that wiſdom which is pure and peaceable 
\FanÞ#6< to be intreated; and without partiality. I will now con 
de this paper with ewo or three inferences or conſeQaries 
hich may be genuinely deduced from the foregoing con- 
&rations. 
ill] Firſt, Hence we have cauſe greatly to admire the ri- 
of Gods grace in the Covenant as extending not only 
eweÞus but co our children alſo: O the tender mercy and 
"25 paſſion of God towards our liztle babes! O what ho- 
t Farr hath God put upon his Caints thus to entayl the viſible 
f the @{winiltratioo of his grace on them and theirs ! He hach 
rozlifÞt fo deale with Pagans and unbelievers, what advantage 
 thiS@k viſible believers and their Tifants above others? much 
1 perry way, to them are commutred the. Oracles of God, 
7 have viſible right to and intere\t inthe Covenant and 
traiomiſes of God, Rom. 3.1.2, 3. As the T1fant-children 
} var heathen and wicked men do viſibly belong to the ting- 
1i1dedÞm of Satan, ſo the Infanr-children of the godly ;do vitibly 
ake ng to the kingdom of Chriſt, Zwk. 18. r6. 
vedinJÞ. Let believers therefore duly and conflantly uo and 
rovethe Covenant of grace in the new diſpenſation of it 
he yueonly for themſelves, bur for their little ones, for as the 
confoÞovenant is held forth in ſcripture in this large aud com- 
ne Saffthenſive manner, ſo accordingly we ſhould plead it with 
nadiffd in the exerciſe of our faith and prayers.And it Chri- 
f cailats would believe more and dilpute leis, Idoubr nor bur 
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& would contribare mach tothe ſilencing of rhis and chi 
Controverites among the Saints: Lord, thon hat made 
Gous Covenint not only with me but with my poor þ 
remember thy promiſe and make ir effeftual rorheir ff 
ber ch-ma me only partake of the curward adminiftraric 
ef rhe inwird ſaving grace of the covenazt, althouphi 
horſe be not fo with God as it oughe to be. yet Locd re 
ber thy gracious Covenant for me and nuue. W 
Ft. Ciriftianparents ſhould be hence encouragede 
wxe ther chilirenrothe Lord and to educate & train 
np £1 che fe2r and mireuee of the Lord, Feb. 6,4. ſeeing 
arc rzken mro Chr tits fchoot and famly,and are owne 
kim 25 members of his viſftble kingdom, O ler nor pay 
 fofer thetr chu[dren to take Gods nrme in vain, to pill 
the Lords day,co abuſe and revile hits ſervants: 1 www 
we Lord) that Abraham will command bu children 
after bim t9 ke:p the 029 of the Lard. Gen, 19 
chnfc you this day (ſaith Fy/hus) whom ye 17 ſcruc hut 
me 114 mae bore #5 wHll ſerve the Lord, Fuſe. 24. 15. 
. franl4 be our reſolyeion, and accordingly we ſhou!d t& 
ex child: eache xr of the Lord and inFradt them cor 
1g the nirure, properties, privilezes, and duties of t 
wear of grace aad the ſeals thereof, Baptiſmand the 
Cipper, a5 the Jews in'iructed their chiidren rouchis 
iorruron,uſe and end of the paſſover, Exed 12. 14:1 
Iv. ard laftly, We fhauld hence be admonithede 
ware of and 2void thoſe dottrines that (traiter and eur 
the Sys priviieges under the new Tetament 2dmir 
\ Tonandexclude andfhric our our Infinrs from 2: vifih 
rereft 12 che covenaac of grace ,and ſo lezve us wit 
nr riſfble groad of hope (from Gods revealed will i 
$>tprures) touching their falyarion,if they happen 
4a rheir Infzocy; tr what viſible ground of hope can 
be in reference oo them ifchey hav? no viſible right 
Covenant aad prom es of God. Bur bleſſed be the n: 
the Lord wha has nor 1: & us wichouc viſible ground of 
touching 0.7 poor Infancs, Nor ſhould we mourn for 
(lo dyiag) as thoſe moura thag ace withour hope. |} 
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